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The largest work undertaken for the last 
year was for the Herman Felsenthal public 
school, Calumet Ave. and 41st St., where 
the subjects were from American history, and 
the largest panels measured 24x7^ ft. Mu- 
ral paintings were made also for Lincoln 
Centre, the Wilmette Country Club, the 
Lincoln school at Evanston, etc., besides many 
class problems. The decoration of the class 
lecture-room at the Art Institute is also now 
in progress, and here the department of sculp- 
ture under Mr. Mulligan, co-operates with 
the painters, designing caryatids to support 
the beams. The subjects in this case are 
different epochs of art, embracing Egyptian, 
Greek, Florentine, and Dutch subjects. Of 
course such practical problems are very stim- 
ulating to the students. 

It ought to be said that the students are 
required to keep up their academic practice, 
and in almost every case the authors of the 
works named above worked upon them only 
in the afternoons, giving the morning hours 
to the severe practice of drawing and paint- 
ing from life. There is no intention of neg- 
lecting perfection of execution, which after 
all is of the essence of art. 



It is interesting to note that the National 
Sculpture Society, whose headquarters are 
in New York, includes in its membership 
eleven women, and that of these six are for- 
mer students of the Art Institute and of Mr. 
Lorado Taft, namely; Bessie Potter Vonnoh, 
Janet Scudder, Enid Yandell, Evelyn 
Beatrice Longman, Helen Mears and Carol 
Brooks MacNeil. 



The summer school, which includes most 
of the studies of other terms, opens on Mon- 
day, June 29; excepting the Normal and 
Juvenile departments, which open July 6. 



MUSEUM ATTENDANCE 

The number of visitors at the Museum 
during the three months ending May 3 1 , 
1908, is shown in the following table : 

14 Sundays, - - - 39»555 

26 Other free days, - 84,520 

52 Pay days, ... 16,878 

92 Days, - - - I4°>953 

The average attendance has been : 
Sundays, .... 2,825 

Other free days, - - 3,251 

Pay days, - - - 324 

During the same period last year the total 
attendance was 1 33,052, showing an increase 
this year of 7,901. 

The attendance of visitors to the Museum 
for the year has been as follows : 

From June 1, 1907, to June 1, 1908. 
Number of visitors, paid admissions, 30,074 
Number of visitors on free days, 471,651 
Number of visitors admitted free on 
membership tickets on other 
days, - - - 48,564 

550,289 
Number of students, estimated by 
counting each student once a 
day during his term of atten- 
dance ... 194,823 
Aggregate, - 745» 112 
Average number of visitors on 

Wednesdays, free all day, 2,673 

Average number of visitors on Sat- 
urdays, free all day, - 3»207 
Average number of visitors on Sun- 
days, open 1 to 5, free, - 2,867 
Average number of paying visitors 

on other days, - - 147 

Largest attendance in one day 

(Monday, Sept. 2, 1907), 5,861 

Smallest attendance in one day 

(Tuesday, Dec. 24, 1907), 75 
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The total attendance of visitors during the 
year has been 550,289, an increase over 
last year ot 28,195. Including students, 
total attendance, 745,112. 

It is noticeable that the attendance upon 
Sundays is less than that upon Saturdays, 
though greater than that upon Wednesdays. 
Formerly the greatest attendance was upon 
Sunday, and we do not know the reason of 
the change. The Museum is open only four 
hours upon Sunday, but eight upon the 
other free days. 

LIBRARY ATTENDANCE 
During the last three months the number 
of visitors at the Ryerson Library has been : 

March April May 

Students, - 4,749 4,535 4,287 

Visitors, - - 852 722 632 

Consulting visitors, 666 450 502 



6,267 5,707 5,421 
Total, March, April and May, 17,395. 

LECTURE ATTENDANCE 
Lectures in Fullerton Memorial Hall dur- 
ing March, April and May : 
26 Lectures to members and stu- 
dents, ... 6,397 
49 Lectures to students, - 1 5,835 
31 Other meetings and lectures 7,416 
Total attendance, - 29,648 

The fine cast ot the great portal of the 
Cathedral of St. Gilles (in Blackstone Hall) 
has been completed by the addition of the 
doors and the elaborate wrought iron hinges. 
Permission was asked of the Trustees of Car- 
negie Institute at Pittsburgh to reproduce 
these doors from those in their possession, to 
which they responded by making the casts 
themselves and presenting them to the Art 
Institute, a courtesy cordially appreciated. 



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

In the school the attendance for the year 
has been as follows : 

Day students, ... 1,098 

Evening students, - '»93' 

Saturday classes, - 1,440 
Summer school, ... 439 



Total, - - - 4,908 

Counted in two classes, - - 764 

Corrected total, - - 4,144 

The increase in the total number of stu- 
dents has been from 2,563 in 1906-7 to 
4,144 in 1907-8, or 62 per cent; in the day 
school from 949 to 1,098, or 16 per cent. 
The tuition fees this year are $77,958.71, 
last year 53,349.89, an increase of $24,- 
608.82, or 46 per cent. The school ex- 
penses have increased from $56,339.80 to 
$74,136.68, or 31 per cent, and there is a 
favorable balance of $3,822.03. 

By authority of the Trustees, the tuition 
fee was increased by about 20 per cent, 
so that the regular day student pays $30 for 
the term of twelve weeks instead of $25 as 
heretofore, and other classes proportionately. 
The increase in total tuition receipts was due 
in part to this, but also in part to the increase 
in the number of regular students, and also 
to the great influx of public school teachers 
in the evening and Saturday classes. It is 
noteworthy that the growth of the school has 
not been checked by the increase in tuition 
rates. 



It is a remarkable thing that the school 
department of the Art Institute has never re- 
ceived any bequests or money gifts, and has 
not now, at the beginning of its thirtieth 
year, one dollar of endowment. Great 
things might be done with suitable endow- 
ment. 



